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SECRET BUENOS AIRES 2811 

STATE EOR ARA MR HURWITCH, CUSTOMS EOR EYMAN, BNDD FOR STRICKLER 

E. O. 11652: XGDS 
TAGS: SNAR/AR 
SUBJECT: ARMANDO NICOLAI 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 2454, APRIL 9, 1973 

1 . I HAVE BEEN ADVISED BY THE CUSTOMS ATTACHE AND BNDD THAT THEY 
HAVE HAD SEVERAL JOINT CONFERENCES WITH THE ARGENTINE FEDERAL 
POLICE CONCERNING THE ARREST AND POSSIBLE EXTRADITION TO THE 
UNITED STATES OF ARMANDO NICOLAI. 

2. NICOLAI IS AN HISTORICALLY WELL- DOCUMENTED NARCOTICS TRAF- 
FICKER, BELIEVED TO BE THE MOST IMPORTANT VIOLATOR CURRENTLY IN 
CUSTODY ANYWHERE IN SOUTH AMERICA. NICOLAI IS A NATIVE- BORN 
ARGENTINE CITIZEN. HE HAS AT HIS DISPOSAE A COMPLETE BATTERY OF 
DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, ONE OF WHOM IS SO HIGHLY PLACED IN THE PERONIST 
MOVEMENT THAT, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION CONVEYED BY POLICE TO 
BNDD/ 

CUSTOMS, SAID ATTORNEY HAS CONFIDENTIALLY STATED THAT AFTER MAY 25 
WHEN THE NEW GOVERNMENT TAKES OFFICE HE CAN GUARANTEE THAT NICOLAI 
WILL BE REEEASED FROM CUSTODY AND NEVER BE EXTRADITED. ARGENTINE 
FEDERAL POLICE HAVE STATED, AND EMBASSY NARCOTICS REPRESENTATIVES 
SO BELIEVE, THAT THE ONLY, REPEAT ONLY, WAY THAT NICOLAI' S EXTRA- 
DITION WILL BE APPROVED BY THE ARGENTINE COURTS IS ON THE BASIS 
OF A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO 
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THE PRESIDENT OF ARGENTINA EXPLAINING THE SIGNIEICANCE OE NICOLAI 
IN WORLD- WIDE NARCOTICS- TRAFEICKING NETWORK. 

3. NOT ONLY MUST THIS BE INITIATED AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, BUT IT 
MUST BE DELIVERED WELL BEFORE THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT EVEN 
THOUGH ACTUAL EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS WILL PROBABLY CARRY OVER 
BEYOND MAY 25. I AM EULLY COGNIZANT OF THE DIEEICULTIES ATTENDANT 
IN AN APPROACH SUCH AS THIS INVOLVING THE EXTRADITION OE AN 
ARGENTINE NATIONAL, BUT FRET, THAT WITH THE PARTICULAR SUBJECT 
INVOLVED IT IS WORTH THE EEEORT TO BRING HIM BEEORE THE U. S. 

COURTS. 

4. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OE THE ABOVE, ALL EFEORTS SHOULD BE 
IMMEDIATELY MADE TO PROCESS A EORMAL EXTRADITION REQUEST, WHICH 
HAS STILL NOT ARRIVED FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

LODGE 
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